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using his ambassadorial power most tyrannically and ille-
gally, by delivering up the persons and the estates of
English merchants to the false pretences of Turks and
Jews ; with doing nothing without bribes ; with having
most inhumanly and unchristianly handed over divers
free Englishmen into Turkish slavery; with most un-
christianly arid traitorously assisting the Turk against the
Venetians, by supplying him with ships, contrary to the
law both of God and nations; briefly, with a variety of
crimes, by means of which our religion is scandalized, the
honour of our country vilified, and our merchants mulcted.1
In 1653, when the term of Bendyshe's appointment
expired, the Levant Company decided to recall him, and,
the Parliament agreeing, wrote to the Sultan and the
Grand Vizier, informing them of the ambassador's recall
and of their wfeh that, pending the arrival of a per-
manent successor, the bearer of their letters, Mr. Richard
Lawrence, should act as Agent. But both the Company
and the Government reckoned without their servant.
It was a time when few Englishmen were inclined to obey
distasteful orders. Bendyshe, taking a leaf out of Crow's
book, refused to surrender the ambassadorial plum. The
Turks were treated to another lucrative quarrel among
their turbulent guests. Cromwell, apparently not fully
realizing the seriousness of the deadlock at Constantinople,
proceeded, after a fashion reminiscent of the Charles who
had been beheaded for his arbitrary rule, to announce to
the Levant Company the appointment of Richard Salwey,
Esquire, " to succeed and remain our Ambassador in the
Port of Constantinople." 2

1  See "Articles of Treason and other high misdemeanours
against Sir Thomas Bendyshe, Bart., Ambassador with the Grand
Signor from the late King/'    S.JP. Foreign, Turkey, No. 17.

2  Report from the Committee for Foreign Affairs, Jan. 24,
1652  ( = 1653) ;   Letters from the Parliament of the Common-